
Leslie Marguerite (Chester) Gay, a resident of Thorndale, Texas, 

formerly of La Vernia, passed away June 13, 2015. She was born 
May 25, 1928, in Goodrich, the daughter of Leslie Edward and Ruth 
Lavisha (Sanders) Chester. 
       Marguerite graduated from Central High School in Texas City, 
where she met her future husband, Joseph Mitchell Gay Jr. Joe and 
Marguerite were married October 7, 1946. Joe was a 2nd lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army at the time, stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia. He 

was sent to Italy and she stayed with Joe’s parents in Texas City. Marguerite was   
living there on April 7, 1947, when a ship loaded with fertilizer exploded there and 
devastated the area. Marguerite’s memories of this event were published in the 
Wilson County News April 11, 2007. After the explosion, Joe was notified and he 
was able to immediately return home. Marguerite moved with Joe to Fort Hood, 
where they remained for three years. Afterwards, Joe was sent to Korea and 
Marguerite resided in Houston. Joe returned home and they moved to Waco, TX. 
        Over the next 25 years, Marguerite accompanied Joe as he was transferred to 
numerous U.S. Army bases and professional military schools in the United States 
and in Germany. They lived in Texas, Georgia, Germany, California, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. Joe retired from the U.S. Army in 1974, after 
34 years of military service, and the couple settled in Vail, Colorado where they 
owned and operated several local businesses. Marguerite and Joe later moved to 
New Braunfels, Texas and in 1987 purchased a ranch in LaVernia.  
       When Joe became an officer in the U.S. Army, Marguerite became active in the 
base Officers Wives Club and at one time served as president. She was a 
professional at entertaining. She and Joe hosted many wonderful dinner parties. 
She loved decorating and her homes should have been featured in Southern Living, 
because they were absolutely beautiful! Marguerite loved to travel to various parts 
of the United States and abroad. She kept in touch with her many friends and 
acquaintances from the military. After moving to LaVernia she joined the LaVernia 
Garden Club and remained active; serving as president from 1993-95 and served 
on various committees. She spoiled her garden club friends with many wonderful 
luncheons, brunches, and dinners. She was a faithful member of St. Ann’s Catholic 
Church in LaVernia, volunteering her time. Marguerite always had a smile and a big 
hug for everyone. She possessed an exuberant personality and made friends easily. 
She was always there for her friends when they were ill and was an excellent cook. 
       Marguerite was preceded in death by her parents; sisters Essie Inell (Chester) 
Jennings, and Doris Onita (Chester) Griffin; and brothers Andrew “Jack” Jackson 
Chester, and Cecil Carmen Chester. She is survived by her husband, retired U.S. 
Army Col. Joseph Mitchell Gay Jr.; sons Joseph Mitchell Gay III and L. Michael Gay 
(Judy); one daughter, Patricia Ann (Gay) Rowell; two sisters-in-law, Nina Beth (Gay) 
Mora, and Harriet (Gay) Heckendorn; and brother-in-law Kendall Jennings. 
       A memorial service was held in St. Ann’s Catholic Church in LaVernia.  
Memorial contributions may be made to Hospice Care in College Station, Texas.  


